
    Many homeowners like to wait 
for warmer weather to begin their 
remodeling or construction 
projects, and that often makes 
sense, at least for the 
construction phase. But the 
planning and design phases for 
your project should begin several 
months in advance of  when the 
carpenters show up at your house. 

     YouÕll realize many benefits 
when you start planning early, 
including: 

! Time to complete the design 
and plans to meet your needs 

and budget.

! Ability to make choices and 
selections for any special 
features or materials.

! Time for special orders that 
may be needed. 

! More choices about specific 
dates to start the 
construction.

    For more information or to 
schedule a design consultation, 
contact Devan at 981-9352 or 
devan@kaufmanconstruction.com .

HANDY TIPS
          from

       Many homeowners are 
expressing concerns about 
ice dams on their roofs — 
areas of heavy ice buildup 
that can cause small areas 
of drywall damage to 
ceilings or walls. This can 
occur over a long period of 
time with a small amount of 
water or it can happen 
quickly involving large 
volumes of water depending 
on the size of the ice dam, 
the roof structure, and the 
weather. Simply removing 
the ice dam is not a 
permanent fix to the 
problem, because roofing 
materials are not usually the 
cause of ice damming. Roof 
structure, attic ventilation, 
orientation to the sun, and 
flashing are most often the 
cause of ice damming leaks. 
   What can you do? 

Call a professional to 
investigate the ice dam/
leaking issue while it is 
happening. 

Cautiously remove the 
ice from the roof to stop the 
water. 

Work with the 
professional to develop a 
plan that you can implement 
when the weather allows.

Call 515.981.9708 
for more information  
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It seems different people mean different things when they 
refer to “green” or sustainable building. Is there one 
definition I can rely on for my project?  

    Absolutely, the different references to ÒgreenÓ can be very frustrating. In 
general, a green home has features that emphasize energy efficiency, 

water and resource conservation, the use of  sustainable or recycled products, and measures to 
protect indoor air quality. For more specific information and details, homeowners have a few 
ÒexpertÓ opinions they can turn to when working on a new construction or improvement project: 

! The National Association of  Home Builders (NAHB) and the International Code Council (ICC) 
partnered to form to establish a much-needed and nationally-recognizable standard definition  of 
what is meant by "Green Building." In addition to standards, the NAHB offers NAHB Model Green 
Home Building Guidelines. 

! The U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC)  offers the Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design (LEED) green building rating system and project certification program. 

     Both sources are fairly similar and offer reliable guidelines for you and your project manager. 
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Thanks for Joining Us on the Tour 
    Hundreds of  guests 
attended the 2009 Tour 
of  Remodeled Homes  
last fall. If  you missed 
it, you can see photos of 
the Kaufman 
Construction project on 
our website . The project 
featured a kitchen 
remodel project at 4216 
Melanie Drive  in 
Urbandale, which was 
featured in our last 
newsletter.  

ASK 
EXPERT
the

Kitchen remodel project on the Tour of Remodeled Homes.

THANK YOU
    Many thanks to all the 
Kaufman Construction 
clients and friends who 
attended the benefit dinner 
or sent donations to support 
Eric Carlson, our KC 
Handyman manager who 
passed away last summer 
after a tough battle with 
cancer. Your thoughts and 
prayers and support were 
much appreciated. 

Devan Earns CGP and CAPS
    Kaufman 

Construction 
principle and 
founder Devan 
Kaufman has 
earned both 
the Certified 

Green 
Professional 

(CGP) and the Certified Aging in 
Place Specialist (CAPS)  
designations from the Home 
Builders Association. 

    CGP recognizes builders, 
remodelers, and other industry 
professionals who incorporate 
green building principles when 
building homes Ñ without 
driving up the cost of  
construction. To earn this 
exclusive designation, 
participants attend classes to 

gain professional understanding 
of  sustainable building 
techniques, as well as knowledge 
of  methods to achieve higher 
energy efficiency and 
environmental impact to improve 
performance and health benefits 
of  green homes. 

    The CAPS designation teaches 
the technical, business 
management, and customer 
service skills necessary for home 
modification for the aging-in-
place. Many home owners want 
to stay in their homes as they 
grow older, and a CAPS 
professional can help them 
realize that dream by providing 
remodeling and modifications to 
ensure they are safe and 
comfortable during their mature 
years.  

Planning a Spring Project? 

      START YOUR DESIGN NOW

Energy Efficiency = Big Savings on Home Improvement
     Building or creating an energy efficient home is getting less 
expensive thanks to several kinds of  financing help from state and 
federal programs: 

REBATES ON APPLIANCE PURCHASES: are available to Iowa 
MidAmerican Energy customers who purchase and install qualifying 
heating, cooling, and water heater equipment, or appliances fueled 
by natural gas and/or electricity supplied by MidAmerican. 

Examples include natural gas furnaces, boiler, or water 
heaters; air-to-air, add-on or ground source heat pumps; 
central or window air conditioners; electric water heaters; 
furnace fan motors; and appliances. 

LOANS WITH COMPETITIVE INTEREST RATES to purchase eligible 
appliances are also available from MidAmerican. A 6-month same as 
cash option is also available. 

FEDERAL TAX CREDITS are available  to new and existing homes also for qualifying renewable energy 
systems, covering 30 percent of  the cost of  qualifying systems, with no maximum. 

Examples include geothermal heat pumps, solar panels, solar water heaters, small wind energy 
systems, and fuel cells. 

FEDERAL TAX CREDITS for qualifying improvements to existing homes are available, covering 30 percent of 
the cost of  qualifying improvements up to a $1,500 combined maximum. 

Improvement options include windows, doors and skylights (including storm windows and doors); 
insulation; HVAC systems (in conjunction with an energy audit) such as central air, air source heat 
pumps, natural gas or propane furnace, oil furnace, and hot water boiler; and water heaters (gas, oil, 
propane, or electric). 

For more information about the financing options or eligible improvements, contact Kaufman Construction. 
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