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 KC Handyman is 
introducing a new 
COMMERCIAL SERVICE AND 

MAINTENANCE PROGRAM, 
designed for small to 
medium sized commercial 
building owners, landlords 
and tenants. 

Service contracts can be 
monthly, quarterly, or 
longer, and tailored to fit 
specific needs. 

Services include: 
Preventive 
maintenance.
Lighting repairs, 
maintenance and 
remodeling.
Electrical repairs and 
remodeling.
General remodeling 
management, including 
design.
Disaster and 
emergency response.
Special project 
implementation and 
management.
General carpentry 
services.

Call 515/981-9708 
for more information

    Kaufman Construction 
employees and friends are 
participating as a team in 
this year’s Susan G. Komen 
Race for the Cure on 
Saturday, October 25 in 
Des Moines. The 5K race 
starts at 8:30 from the West 
Capitol Terrance.

    Susan G. Komen for the Cure 
was established in 1982 by Nancy 
Brinker to honor the memory of  
her sister, Susan G. Komen, who 
died from breast cancer at the age 

of  36. The organization has 
grown into a national 
grassroots foundation 
which, along with its 
hundreds of  local affiliates, 
is credited as a leading 
catalyst in the fight against 

breast cancer. 

    Anyone interested in 
volunteering, participating, or 
making a donation can get more 
information at the Des Moines 
affiliate website. 

    Many homeowners think putting 
an addition onto their home is the 
only solution when their existing 
rooms don’t meet their needs, or to 
relieve frustrations related to poor 
layout or traffic patterns.  
    Often the solutions are much 
simpler than homeowners think, and 
if  additions are 
needed they can 
be scaled back. 
Kaufman 
Construction 
designers have 
many great ideas 
and lots of  
experience in 
remaking spaces 
to maximize not 
only usefulness 
and function, but 
also comfort. For 
instance: 

! Adding a 
small addition 
to an area of  the home will allow 
for a completely new floor plan 
that better meets your needs. 

! Adding a kitchen island can 
create both storage and seating 
space.  

! Vaulting a ceiling can make a 
cramped room feel more 
spacious, improve lighting, and 
provide space for a ceiling fan to 
improve air circulation.  

! Light always adds a spacious feel 
to a room, so additional windows 
and skylights, careful window 
placement and creative  interior 

lighting can make a big 
difference.

! Create a multipurpose room. With 
the right floor plan or built-ins, 
the dining room can also be an 
office or sewing center. 

! Free up space for new uses. If  
you don’t use or need a 

dedicated dining 
room, turn it into 
the spare 
bedroom or 
family room 
you’ve been 
needing, and 
remake your 
kitchen so it’s 
suitable for both 
family and 
guests.

! Bump out 
windows to add 
seating or 
storage. 

!  Eliminating halls can add much 
needed floor space to areas that 
are used more often. 

! In the bathroom, consider a 
shower only, without the tub, to 
allow room for an additional sink 
or more storage. 

! By separating rooms with beams 
and columns or different ceiling 
or floor levels, smaller rooms can 
feel much bigger when 
entertaining, yet maintain an 
intimate feeling when it’s just the 
family.
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Updates and perspectives on architectural design and trends   •   By Devan Kaufman

Job Title: Production Manager.

Speciality: Extensive product 
knowledge of  windows and doors. 

Most rewarding part of job: 
Building relationships with clients, 
subcontractors, vendors, and 
employees. 

Most challenging part of job: 
Managing people in difficult 
situations.
 
When I was in 6th grade, I wanted 
to be: Astronaut or major league 
baseball player. 

What I expect to be doing in 20 
years: Continuing to work within 
or around residential construction. 

 

Most memorable moment on the 
job: Watching a set crew assemble 
a panel house for the first time. 
 
When I am not at work, I like to: 
Hang out with my wife, Sarah, and 
play slow pitch softball, sand 
volleyball, and golf. .

The one tool/piece of equipment 
I can’t be without: My truck and 
BlackBerry. 

Biggest change in the 
construction business over the 
past 10 years:  The level of  
professionalism and customer 
service provided to the clients has 
increased greatly. More 
contractors are stepping up their 
game to differentiate themselves. 
The other big change I’ve seen is 

in building science research. 
Better techniques and products 
are continuously being developed 
to create more sustainable homes. 

I often hear people say they absolutely must have granite,    
while others prefer quartz. What’s the difference?

 Whether you choose granite or quartz, be sure to consider your vendor very carefully 
to ensure you are getting exactly what you want and need.

GRANITE is a natural rock formed deep in the earth over millions of  years. Being natural, it has patchy veins/
patterns, which give it an earthy look that just can’t be duplicated, but some of  those veins can be inherent flaws 
or defects. There are some standard patterns and sizes, which keeps costs down, but if  you have the time to look 
and your budget allows, unlimited colors, pattern variations, and sizes are available (this is especially beneficial if 
a large slab is desired for a kitchen island). The major drawback to granite or natural stone is that it is porous so 
it needs routine sealing.  When sealed properly, it won’t burn or scorch.

QUARTZ is a man-made alternative to granite. It is a composite 
material made of  nearly 95% granite, which is ground to a fine dust 
and chippings and then mixed with resin, and cast into sheets. Quality 
quartz is considered the strongest of  all granites. Unlike granite, it 
only comes in standard sizes, and though new colors and patterns are 
always being developed, they all have a more consistent color and 
pattern than natural stone. The major advantage in using quartz is that 
it needs no sealing and will not burn or scorch. 

Do you have a home design or 
remodeling question?
Send your question to us at 

expert@kaufmanconstruction.com 
and we’ll respond in an 

upcoming issue of our newsletter. 

OUR DESIGNERS HAVE GREAT 

TIPS FOR MAKING THE MOST 

OF YOUR SMALL SPACE, 

OR 

VISIT THE 

“NOT SO BIG HOUSE” 

TO FIND MORE IDEAS FOR 

RECREATING SMALL SPACES 

Kaufman Joins Race for the Cure
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Thanks for Joining Us 
    Hundreds of  guests attended the 2008 Tour of  
Remodeled Homes in September. If  you missed it, 
you can see photos of  the Kaufman Construction 
projects on our website, or contact Scott at 981-9352 
or scott@kaufmanconstruction.com for more 
information.    

SIMPLE SOLUTIONS  
Make a BIG  Difference

EMPLOYEE 
SPOTLIGHT Meet Marc Black

ASK 
EXPERT
the

GET 
JOLLY. 

It’s that time of 
year!!

KC HANDYMAN 

GIFT  CERTIFICATES 
make  great  gifts  for  

friends  or  family  who  

need  help  with  their  

home  maintenance  or  

remodeling . 

handyman@
kaufmanconstruction .com  

or  515/981-9708. 
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