
KC Handyman Gift CertiÞcates  

are available now and 
make great Mother’s Day or Father’s Day gifts! 

Call 515.981.9708 
for more information 

HANDY TIPS
          from

         Now that the weather 
is changing and the cold 
drafts of winter are going 
away, don’t think that you 
can ignore all those drafts 
you felt during the winter 
months.  
     All of those leaks don’t 
just go away. Instead, 
they are letting the air, 
that you will be paying to 
cool, leak outside — and 
of course they will be 
back next winter.  
     The warmer months 
are the time to weatherize 
your house and KC 
Handyman is the perfect 
tradesman to do it. Either 
note the areas that you 
have felt the cold air or 
KC Handyman can 
arrange for your home to 
be audited to make a 
report of all the areas of 
concern.

Call 
515.981.9708 

for more 
information
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IMAGINE YOUR HOME  •  
Updates and perspectives on architectural design and trends   •   By Devan Kaufman

I’ve heard that I can get utility rebates or tax credits if I make 
changes to improve the energy efficiency of my home. Where can 
I get more information?  

 Yes, this is true. There are various programs available, so look to several sources for             
 more information. 

! MidAmerican Energy (the largest gas and electric utility that serves Iowa and 
Illinois) offers the EnergyAdvantage Residential Equipment Program to its customers who purchase 
and install energy-efficient natural gas furnace, natural gas boiler, natural gas water heater, central 
air conditioner, air-source heat pump, ground-source heat pump, refrigerator, freezer, clothes washer 
and dishwasher. Certain limitations apply, so visit the website or call 800.894.9599 to see if  your 
appliance or equipment is eligible. 

! The federal government also offers Energy Star, federal tax credits to both homeowners and 
businesses for energy efficiency. Energy Star is a joint program of  the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency and the U.S. Department of  Energy helping us all save money and protect the environment 
through energy efficient products and practices. Visit their website for a comprehensive list of  
credits available, or call 888.782.7937.

! Other Iowa cities and organizations — as well as many of  the other utilities that serve Iowa — also 
offer incentives for people who incorporate energy efficiency into their homes. Visit the Good To Be 
Green website for a list of  programs. 

Are You

GREEN BUILDING 
or 

   JUST GREEN W ASHING ?
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Custom Home For Sale - make it yours

ASK 
EXPERT
the

   How many times have you 
heard the term “green” in the 
past year? Probably more 
times than all the 10 
previous years. Everyone 
these days is trying to 
jump on the green 
bandwagon. 
    At Kaufman 
Construction, we 
prefer the term 
“sustainable.” It’s 
more of  a mouthful, 
but seems to do a 
better job of  
describing our 
building philosophy. 
We don’t want to just 
look the part, we 
want to play the 
part.
      By playing the 
part we mean taking 
seriously the need to 
use a whole systems 
approach when 
applying eco-friendly 
plans, methods, and 
strategies. This 
means that all 
aspects of  the home 

are considered, and that any 
construction project should 

benefit its occupants over 
the life of  the structure, 

both in quality of  life and 
financially. 
     Naturally, there is a 
“point of  diminishing 
return” on all 
projects. Many 
sustainable options 
are also upgrades, 
involving some 
expense. We make 
it our                 
responsibility 

to educate ourselves 
on current 
advances in 
building 
technology in 
order to provide 
homeowners 
with all the 
information 
available to 
make decisions 
on sustainable 
features.

We have been 
encouraging our 
clients to build 
sustainably since our 
inception in 1999 — 
not only because it helps our 
environment, but more so 
because it is the only way 
that really makes sense. 

Job title: Draftsman/
estimator.

Speciality: Drafting 
software. 

Most rewarding part of job: 
Seeing the finished product. 

When I was in 6th grade, I 
wanted to be: Baseball 
player. 

What I expect to be doing in 
20 years: Continuing to work 
within or around 
construction. 
!!

When I am not at work, I like 
to: Play racquetball and golf. 

The one tool/piece of 
equipment I can’t be 
without: My iPod.

Biggest change in the 
business over the past 10 
years: Building science.  

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT: Meet Matt Power

REMEMBER
    Though the local market 
has softened, the central 
Iowa real estate market 
remains stronger than the 
national average. So if you 
intend to finance much of 
your new home with equity 
from your current home or 
another source of cash, or 
you have good credit, this 
is really one of the best 
times in recent years to 
build.
   Read more about the 
advantages in the 
Kaufman Construction 
February newsletter. 

     Kaufman Construction has a custom home for sale in the Prairie 
Trail Live, Work, Play Community 1711 SW Precedence Road in 
Ankeny. 
     The home, designed by Devan Kaufman, exemplifies the “build 
better, not bigger” philosophy of  architect and cultural visionary 
Sarah Susanka. The house is designed with many energy efficient 
and sustainable features. We believe the Not So Big movement is 
often the first step in sustainability, both for our own well being and 
for the well being of  the planet as a whole. 
     With its unique indoor/outdoor living design and distinctive 
custom details, the interior 
finish of  this Arts & Crafts 
home is waiting for your 
personal selections. 
     For more information, 
contact Paris Boehm at 
453-5269 or visit us in the 
Prairie Trail Model at 1802 
State St., during the Spring 
Parade of  Homes  April 
18-19, 25-26 and May 2-3, 
1:00-5:00. (Actual design)
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